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Permit Programs the Legislation specifically identified for availability of Express Review, STATEWIDE.  The fees for express 
review of these permit applications are as follows:  
  
Chart 1 – State Stormwater, 401 Program Unit, Sedimentation/Erosion & Coastal Management 

Permit Type Express Application Fees Express Notes Express 
Process Time 

Application 
Processing 
Location 

State 
Stormwater  

$500 Plan Revision (H or L) 
$1000 General 
$1000 Minor Mod (L) 
$2000 Minor Mod (H) 
$2000 Off-Site (H) 
$2000 Low Density (L)-New & Maj Mod 
$4000 High Density (H)-New & Maj Mod 

A project with outstanding 
violations may not be 
accepted. 

~ 30 calendar 
days Region 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON SW PROGRAM AND FEES GO TO 
bmp_forms 

$ 200 for 1-2 calls/property  
$500 for 3-6 calls/property 
$1000 for 7-9 calls/property 
$1200 for 10-12 calls/property* 
$1500 for 13-16 calls/property* 

Stream 
Origination 
Certification 
including 
Intermittent vs. 
Perennial 
Determinations $2000 for 17-20 calls/property* 

*Stream origin (intermittent vs. 
perennial stream) calls of more 
than 20/property would follow 
a similar schedule  

~ 9 working 
days 

Raleigh or 
Region 

Minor project: < 1 acre of 
wetlands/ < 150 linear feet of 
stream impact  $1000 Minor  

$2000 Major Major project: impacts higher 
than above thresholds 

$1000 Isolated Wetland General Permit  

$2000 Riparian Buffer Approval  
 

Raleigh or 
Region 

Water Quality 
Certifications, 
Including 
Isolated 
Wetland Permits 
& Riparian 
Buffer Variance 
(Var.) 

$1500 Coastal General Major Var. 
$1000 Minor Var. 

Tar-Pamlico & Neuse Basin, 
only for now 

~ 30 calendar 
days 

Region 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON WETLAND/401 PROGRAM AND FEES GO TO 
Wetlands/401 Homepage 

Erosion and 
Sedimentation 
Control 

$250 per acre up to 8 acres at a 
maximum fee of $2000; plus $65 per acre 
(unlimited) 

 ~ 3 working 
days Region 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON EROSION / SEDIMENTATION PROGRAM AND FEES GO TO 
faq - erosion control 

CAMA (Major 
only) $2000 

Limited up to 4 boat slips 
(including existing and 
proposed); no NEW dredging 
projects, No maintenance 
dredging unless previously 
permitted 

~ 30 calendar 
days Region 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND FEES GO TO 
N.C. Div of Coastal Management 

Note: The legislation allows additional fees, not to exceed 50% of the original express review permit application fee, to be 
charged for subsequent reviews due to the insufficiency of the permit applications. 
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Multiple Express Permit Fees: 
 
When an applicant requests express review of more than one type of permit application associated with a single project, and the 
applications are submitted to DENR at the same time, the maximum fee paid may not exceed the following amounts: 
 
Chart 2 – Permit Fee Caps as stated in the Legislative, applicable to program listed in Chart 1 
 
 Situation A Situation B Situation C 
If applications submitted 
include 
 
 

All of the five types of 
applications listed above in  
Chart 1 

The first four of the applications 
listed above in Chart 1 (all but 
a CAMA permit application) 

Any other combination of the 
applications listed above 

Then, the total application 
fee2 is 
  
 

$5500 $4500 $4000 

2 Note: If application is made for an Erosion & Sedimentation Control (E&SC) permit, under one of the situations provided above, the 
applicant must pay a fee equal to $65 per acre of land disturbed plus the fee indicated in the table.    
 
Example: If an applicant requests express review of applications submitted for state storm water permit (high density project) and an 
E&SC permit (8 acres disturbed) the fee for this project is $4000 for the express fee and $520 ($65 per acre x 8 acres).  The 
Department prefers these Land Quality Acreage fees be paid separately. All checks should be made out to NC DENR. 
 
 
 
 
Chart 3 – Alternative Sewer Systems Express Review – Low Pressure, STEP & Vacuum Sewer Systems (Domestic and 
Commercial).  The fees for express review of these permit applications are as follows: 
 

Permit Type Express Application 
Fees Express Notes Express Process 

Time 
Application Processing 
Location 

Low Pressure, STEP, 
Vacuum Sewer System $3000 Initial Fee 

Additional information 
request fee required  
(2nd, 3rd etc.) 

$1500 

Limited to projects that 
DO NOT NEED Variance 
request and/or review by 
Construction Grants and 
Loans  

~ 30 days 
Raleigh – 
Contact Adrian Eaton @ 
919-715-3283 or 
adrian.eaton@ncmail.net 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON ALTERNATIVE SEWER SYSTEM PROGRAM AND FEES GO TO 
North Carolina Construction Grants and Loans 
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Chart 4 - Non-Discharge Permit Program  - DENR has made express review available for the non-discharge permit program for a 
limited number of projects each month.  The fees for express review of non-discharge permit applications are as follows: 
ND Wastewater Disposal:  Surface Irrigation, Reuse, High-Rate Infiltration, Single Family Residence & Recycle 
Major facility for ND disposal  - 10,000 gallons per day and above in permitted capacity 
Minor facility for ND disposal  - less than 10,000 gallons per day in permitted capacity 
Wastewater Residuals:  Land Application, Distribution and Surface Disposal (no applicable to SFR and Recycle) 
Major facility:  Residuals management on  > 300 acres of land for residuals application (or 3,000 dry tons of residuals for distribution 

and marketing permits).   
Minor facility:  Residuals management < 300 acres of land for residuals application (or 3,000 dry tons of residuals for distribution and 

marketing permits 

Permit Type: Category Major Minor SFR¹ Recycle 
Statutory 
Process 
time ² 

Submit 
to 

ND Wastewater Disposal:  Surface Irrigation, Reuse, High-Rate Infiltration, Recycle 

New $5635 $5013 $4075 $4450 ~60 days 
(c) 

Additional Information 
Review – New Project  $1409 $1253 $1019 $1113 

~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Major Modification  $4488 $4308 $4023 $4135 ~60 days 
(c) 

Additional Information 
Review – Major 
Modification  

$1122 $1077 $1006 $1034 
~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Minor Modification & 
Renewal  $4000 $4000 $4000 $4000 ~60 days 

(c) 

Major modification - 
defined as one that 
increases the volume, 
increases the pollutant load, 
results in a significant 
relocation of the discharge 
point, or results in a change 
in the characteristics of the 
waste generated. 
Minor modification - 
defines as name/ownership 
change, flow decreases, 
monitoring requirement 
changes… 
 

Additional Information 
Review – Minor 
Modification & Renewal  

$1000 $1000 $1000 $1000 
~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Wastewater Residuals:  Land Application, Distribution and Surface Disposal 

New  $5635 $5013   ~60 days 
(c) 

Additional Information 
Review – New Project  $1409 $1253   

~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Major Modification  $4488 $4308   ~60 days 
(c) 

Additional Information 
Review – Major 
Modification  

$1122 $1077   
~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Minor Modification & 
Renewal  $4000 $4000   ~60 days 

(c) 

FOR MORE DETAIL ON 
NON DISCHARGE 
WASTEWATER PROGRAM 
FEES GO TO 
Express Review 
 
Contact Nathaniel Thornburg @ 
919-715-6160 or 

nathaniel.thornburg@ncmail.net 

Additional Information 
Review – Minor 
Modification & Renewal  

$1000 $1000   
~21 days 
(c) /each 
add info 

Raleigh 
 

1 - SFR – Single Family Residence, 2 – approximate # of days from receipt of a corrected or complete application package with required supporting 
information, (c) – Calendar Days 


